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Literacy Issue, Message from Chief Ermineskin.wordpress.com  

This picture is of the men doing some labour work at 
the Panee Memorial agriplex on January 27, 2012.  
  Speaking of the trades, there will be Carpentry training 
for people who want to challenge their first year test to  

January 27, 2012, was Family Literacy Day. Lo-
cal author Cindy Larocque (above) poses with her 
books óLittle Red Running Shawl,ô óWhat Do You 
Hear?ô and óWhat Do You See?ô  while at the Er-
mineskin Elders Centre. Author Terri Johnson-
Montour (above left) was also present and she was 
reading from her book óPoetic Expressionsô by Terri 
L. Johnson this day as well. Cindyôs book can be 
found at www.xlibris.com and Terriôs book can be 
found on the internet at 
www.innerchildpress.yolasite.com.  

 become a certified Carpenter. 
  Contact Ermineskin Human Resource Development 
for the Carpentry 1st year challenge at 780-585-0191 
and ask for Andrea or Carrie, the deadline for this  is 
February 8, 2012.  
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Family Literacy Day: Hobbema Authors Cindy Larocque & Terri 
Johnson-Montour  

Family Literacy Day took place on Janu-
ary 27, 2012, and two local authors were 
reading from their books at the Ermineskin 
Elders Centre for this occasion. The event 
started at 1:00pm and went to 3:30pm and 
there was coffee, tea, snacks and an infor-
mation booth set up with brochures and in-
formation for families who wanted to par-
ticipate in their child's reading activities.  
 
Joanne Oskatamin-Potts who is the Family 
Literacy Facilitator set up the displays and 
organized the event for the speakers and 
she did a good job. There was also some 
students from the Maskwacis Cultural Col-
lege (MCC) who were in attendance and 
they told me that they had to write an essay 
on the literacy day event. Cheryl Munro, 
vice principal, was also in attendance as 
well.  
 
Terri Johnson-Montour was the first author 
to read from her book, óPoetic Expression,ô 

Above left, Cindy Larocque, above right Terri Johnson-Montour. Below 
left, Joanne Oskatamin-Potts and MCC student.  

ABC Life Liter-

acy Canada 
www.abcliteracy.ca 

© 



Ermineskin Newsletter February 2012 

 

3 

by Terri L. Johnson, Inner Child 
Press, Heber Valley Utah, 2011. You 
can order her book over the internet 
at www.innerchildpress.yolasite.com 
or you can order from Terri herself 
and her book is priced at $15 dollars. 
For more information please email: 
innerchildpress@gmail.com.  
 
The poems Terri read this day were 
titled, óThe Day He Rode,ô óHobbema 
Has Heart,ô and óAboriginal Pride.ô 
óThe Day He Rodeô was about her 
late Dad Terri Johnson who had a fa-
tal accident while riding a bull in a 
rodeo. Terriôs Mom is Virginia John-
son and Terri herself is a Samson 
band member and currently works at 
AKO Child Services. Her new book 
will be out in a month and a half and 
will feature poets Karla Listener, and 
native poets from Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba. You can also find Terri on 
Facebook if you want to contact her.  
 
Cindy Larocque is a Louis Bull band 
member and has attended college in 
Nanaimo BC where she was enrolled 
in the Bachelor of Education pro-
gram. She currently is the Coordina-
tor for the Louis Bull Head Start pro-
gram.  
 
Cindyôs first book was created from 
an assignment. óLittle Red Running 
Shawl,ô was the first book she created 
from her Early Childhood Develop-
ment (ECD) class. You can see this 
book at www.xlibris.com, type in 
Cindyôs name in the search area and 
her book will appear. If you want to 
order some of her books please call 
her at work 780-585-3550 or on her 
cell phone at 403-877-3482.  
 
Cindy did all her own illustrations for 
óLittle Red Running Shawlô and she 
also made puppets for some of the 
characters because she says children 
react positively when she uses the 
puppets in her readings to them. Her 
second book, óWho Do You See,ô is 
about kinship and there is Cree word 
translations in the back of the book 
for the readers. Her other book, 
óWhat Do You Hear,ô is based on the 
repetition of Cree words because that 
is a good way to teach children as the 
research indicates.  

by Guide Fleury  


